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The officers answered the appeal with a shout of enthusiasm. It was a moment when Berthier himself felt a Republican's and a Patriot's fire.
Junot exclaimed : " Napoleon had no need for ancestors ; 'twas enough for him his soldiers had acclaimed him Corporal at the Bridge of Lodi."
The wines had the dry smack of gunflint and the bouquet of powder, and the company imbibed freely. Lieutenant Thezard was soon in a condition that rendered him incapable of concealing his sentiments. Proud of the wounds and the kisses of women he had enjoyed in lavish abundance in this campaign, at once so heroic and so gallant and gay, he informed the Canon without more ado, that following in the steps of Bonaparte, the French were going to march round the world, upsetting Thrones and Altars in every land, giving the girls bastards and ripping up the bellies of all fanatics.
The old Priest only went on smiling, and replied he was willing enough to sacrifice to their noble rage, not indeed the pretty girls, whom he besought them rather to treat cannily, but the Fanatics, the chiefest foes, he said, of Holy Church.
Junot promised him to deal leniently with the Nuns ; he could heartily commend some of them, having found them to possess tender hearts and the whitest of skins.
Orderly Officer Chauvet maintained we should